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[PROVISIONAL TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN] 

 

[Translator’s notes appear in square brackets.] 

[Personal information has been redacted.] 

[The excerpt below is from the section of the article that pertains to the Baha’i Faith] 

 

[Newspaper:] Bahar-e Iran Shiraz 

[Date:] 22 Shahrivar 1334 [14 September 1955] 

[Issue No.:] 1027 

 

What Do the British Newspapers Mean By Publishing Provocative Articles About Iran? 

As the esteemed readers have noticed, some of the famous London newspapers have been publishing 

provocative articles against Iran for some time and criticizing the situation in our country in an 

insidious tone. It seems that two weeks ago, the Daily Telegraph published an article by its 

correspondent, Mr. Anthony Mellen, entitled “Iran is Inconceivably Subject to Public Corruption”, 

and introduced Iran as a focal point of corruption and inaccuracy. The same newspaper has published 

other purposeful articles on the complaint of the Baha’is of Iran to the United Nations, in which the 

effects of the sinister intentions of British diplomacy are seen. 

The so-called newspaper(!), the independent Times, which is undoubtedly the organ of the British 

Foreign Office, has not lagged behind its Daily Telegraph counterpart, and the newspaper has also 

published articles about the mourning days [Muharram] and in support of the Baha’is of Iran. 

The Times, with its insidious methods, has tried to incite the Iranian clergy against the government in 

an article on the days of mourning, and writes that the Iranian government is determined to prevent 

the activities of clerics who intend, instead of performing religious duties, to dominate people from a 

political point of view.  

The same newspaper wrote in an article on the Baha’is’ grievances, which aired in five languages on 

Radio London, that the Baha’i community had once again called on the United Nations to take action 

against the Iranian government’s usual ban on their freedom. 

The Iranian government is now facing many problems, and if it does not solve them well, it will have 

to depend on its fate. One of the problems is that it cannot establish the influence of its word outside 

the centre. Iran is a religious country, and internal religious differences have been of great importance. 

The government, as a result of the oppositions, may dismiss the Baha’is from government offices. 

However, the Iranian government has explicitly stated that it hates persecution of religious minorities, 

and if this harassment and these restrictions continue, it will inevitably show that the influence of the 

Iranian government’s rhetoric has failed.  

The Times should be asked, “Which religious minority has been persecuted in Iran?  Are not the 

Jewish, Armenian, Assyrian and Zoroastrian minorities living in Iran? And are they not enjoying the 

blessing of freedom? Or are they not under the protection of the law? How have the religious 
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minorities been persecuted? And what is the meaning of publishing and spreading these forgeries and 

lies?” First, the government and people of Iran do not recognize the Baha’i sect as a religious minority 

and consider it a traitorous and misguided group and an instrument of colonial policy. Secondly, this 

misguided group has not been treated in any manner except through moral standards and according to 

the law, and we do not know where the lamentations of the Times and the Daily Telegraph come from 

and what purpose they are meant to achieve. It is certain that neither the improvement of the social 

situation in Iran, nor securing the freedom of the Baha’i sect is the goal of the Times and the Daily 

Telegraph, and in the logic of British diplomacy, philanthropy and benevolent protection of human 

rights make no sense. So we have to see and fully understand what dreams the Daily Telegraph and 

the Times have seen for the Iranian nation and what is the purpose of these sympathies and comments 

in the current situation. And how is it that the Daily Telegraph suddenly remembers Iran and discusses 

public corruption in our country? Or is the Times pleased that the days of mourning have taken place 

in Iran without incident and does it justify [the fact that mourning days went on without incident] by 

preventing the activities of those clerics who, instead of performing their religious duties, were 

attempting to dominate the people from the political point of view? 

 

 

 

https://iranbahaipersecution.bic.org/

