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[PROVISIONAL TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN] 

 

[Translator’s notes appear in square brackets] 

[Personal information has been redacted.] 

 

Date: 20 Shahrivar 1359 [11 September 1980] 

 

Hojatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, Esteemed Head of Iran’s Islamic Consultative Assembly, 

With utmost respect, we convey that seven oppressed Baha’is of Yazd, who had been sentenced to 

death by the ruling of the Islamic Revolutionary Court of Yazd, were executed at dawn on 

17 Shahrivar 1359 [8 September 1980], which caused sorrow, grief, worry and anxiety for thousands 

of Baha’i families in the beloved country of Iran. 

In the announcement issued by the Office of the Prosecutor of the Islamic Revolution of Yazd, which 

was published on the last page of the Kayhan Newspaper on Tuesday, 18 Shahrivar 1359 

[9 September 1980], referring to the reports of the Islamic Revolution Document Center, while none 

of the mentioned documents have been presented for public judgment, the Baha’is were regrettably 

identified as infidels, self-promoters, enemies of Islam, traitors to the Holy Quran, servants of the 

United States and Israel, and spies against the Islamic Revolution of Iran, all of which accusations are 

strongly and vehemently denied by the Baha’i Community.  

Citing the Baha’ Writings, the Baha’i Community of Iran has always, particularly since the Islamic 

Revolution of Iran, repeatedly and with utmost sincerity, described to the esteemed officials, in 

writing and orally, the principles of its beliefs, which are: belief in the oneness of God and the unity of 

the essence of religions; belief in the holy Manifestations of God, especially His Holiness the Prophet 

(PBUH) and the Holy Imams, the peace and blessings of God be upon Them all, and the necessity of 

adhering to piety and spirituality. [It has] conveyed that, although Baha’is are promoters of the 

oneness of humanity, universal peace and unity and brotherhood among all mankind, according to 

their beliefs, they also have great affection for their country and homeland and consider it their duty to 

serve the country and the nation.  

They are completely prohibited from interfering in political affairs, despite the criticism from the 

faultfinders, and are removed from any conspiracy, machination and betrayal. They have no affiliation 

with any party, and do not seek recourse from or resort to any foreign government; rather, they follow 

the guidance of the Founder of the Baha’i teachings, Who says “And when ye are tormented have 

recourse to the controllers of affairs and the refuge of the people.”1 In times of severity, calamity, 

tragedy and affliction, they plead for justice through the esteemed officials. If justice is administered, 

great! Otherwise, they endure what happens with complete trust and resignation and leave the affairs 

to what God has willed and destined.  

 
1 [A Travelers Narrative by Abdu’l-Baha] https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/abdul-

baha/travelers-narrative/2#215342016 
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Your Excellency, who are now sitting on the throne of justice and fairness and are considered among 

the rulers of the affairs in the beloved country of Iran, acknowledges that, in the 19 months since the 

Islamic Revolution of Iran, despite enduring all sorts of oppression and cruelty, including beatings, 

looting of property, destruction of places and the killing of people, thank God, the Baha’i Community 

of Iran has not deviated from this order by a hair’s breadth, and has not taken any path except that of 

seeking justice, submission and contentment. 

In view of the above, does Islamic justice and fairness require that individuals who hold such beliefs 

according to Baha’i writings and teachings be introduced as infidels, self-promoters, servants of the 

United States and Israel, traitors to the Holy Quran, enemies of Islam, spies against the Islamic 

Revolution of Iran, and be required to [endure] such strange and severe accusations―in addition to 

past accusations―so that the minds of our dear compatriots become tainted against this oppressed and 

defenceless community?  

More than sixty years ago, the interpreter of the Baha’i teachings stated that the true Baha’i, at any 

time and in any frontier, land and country where he resides, makes the following statement his 

objective and acts upon it: “One can support any baseness save treason to one’s country, and every sin 

admits of pardon and forgiveness save that of dishonouring one’s government and injuring one’s 

nation.”2 

In the announcement of the Office of the Prosecutor of the Islamic Revolution of Yazd, in addition to 

the above-mentioned accusations against members of the Baha’i community, the [Local Spiritual] 

Assembly of Yazd was identified as an espionage body, which causes utter regret and surprise 

because the Baha’i Spiritual Assembly has absolutely no right to interfere in political and national 

affairs; its duty is to administer the spiritual and social affairs of the community and to solve the 

problems of its members in that locality. In the Baha’i writings, which are, fortunately, available to 

the esteemed officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the [characteristics and] duties of the Baha’i 

Spiritual Assemblies and its members, including the following, are explained and defined: Sincerity 

and purity of nature; non-aggression against the government and non-interference in politics; 

continuous encouragement of the Baha’is to obey the government and serve the homeland and the 

nation; eschewing what causes sedition and corruption; demonstrating unwavering love and friendship 

with all; educating children and teaching beneficial sciences; establishing schools and creating the 

means for industry, business and agriculture; supporting the poor and assisting the weak; providing 

for the expenses of minors, orphans, widows and the sick; reforming and managing the affairs of 

individual; protection of people, and preserving honour and strengthening the spirit of cooperation 

and collaboration among members of the community.  

Can the Baha’i Spiritual Assembly, which has such responsibilities, and its nine members who have 

no rank or position, and are elected by the Baha’is in each locality for a period of one year, be fairly 

considered as an espionage body? Currently, in the beloved country of Iran and all over the world, 

thousands of Baha’i Spiritual Assemblies in every city and locality are performing their spiritual 

duties. So far, they have not deviated from their spiritual duties at all, and God forbid, have not been 

accused of conspiracy, machination, espionage or betrayal of the homeland and nation. 

We ask that honourable and esteemed official to consider the holy verse, “Be just! That is closer to 

righteousness”3 and to look at this oppressed, wronged, obedient, community of servants and lovers of 

the beloved country of Iran, which has for many years tasted oppression and cruelty and is now under 

 
2 [A Travelers Narrative by Abdu’l-Baha] https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/abdul-

baha/travelers-narrative/3#399287977 
3 [Quran 5:8] https://quran.com/5 
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the protection of the just Islamic government, with justice and fairness, and to set your efforts on 

securing their human and social rights and protecting their lives, property and honour; to relieve the 

hearts of thousands of anxious and worried Baha’i families, and not allow the reflection of such acts 

in other countries of the world to damage the prestige and credibility of the government of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran. 

From the Baha’i Community of Iran 

Samimi [Signature] 

Majzoub [Signature] 
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