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[PROVISIONAL TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN] 

 

[Translator’s notes appear in square brackets.] 

[Personal information has been redacted.] 

[The excerpt below is from the section of the article that pertains to the Baha’i Faith] 
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The Islamic Sects 

…39. (Babism)  

[Members of] this group are the followers of Siyyid Ali-Muhammad, the Bab, who was living in 

Shiraz in the 13th century. Siyyid Ali-Muhammad was a man of clerical robe and of business 

engagement, of very soft manners and an attractive appearance. He had many foreign acquaintances 

with whom he associated. As a result, he gathered new ideas. Firstly, he started his mission by 

rectifying the religion, compelling the Muslims to adhere to moral principles, but in reality he had 

much greater goals in his mind. He wanted to establish a new religion in the world and a new system 

of faith, and later on he become known as (the Bab). He said “To follow me is to follow the true path 

of God”. He identified himself as the Bab, meaning the gate, from which one would enter the 

presence of God. He stated that whenever God wishes, He can manifest Himself in any man. He 

would openly say, “I am the gate to the last Manifestation of God”. He would consider virtuousness 

and asceticism as the law of life.  

One of his innovative teachings was to divide the year into 19 months and to divide the month into 19 

days, because “One” in the science of numerology of Abjad is one of the names of God. Prohibition 

of the veil and abstention from polygamy, restricting divorce and compelling marriage, prohibition of 

drinking coffee and opium, were teachings of his mission. From his very early days, he strongly 

opposed the [institution of] the clergy [priesthood], where, by their influence, he was imprisoned. And 

a number of his followers were slain by the order of the clergy. Once he was almost killed by the 

order of Amir Kabir. The tumult of the clergy and his imprisonment made his claim even more 

famous in the world. Finally the clergy triumphed and in 1266 A.H. [1850], after being imprisoned for 

a while, he was bastinadoed and signed his recantation, and he was killed. His followers, men and 

women, were slain wherever they were found. Some ran away from Iran and went to India and 

Baghdad. They are still in Bab-ul-Mu’azzam of Baghdad. 

40. Baha’ism 

(To be continued)    
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